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MOMENTARY COGITATIONS, 
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FOUR MAIN PILLARS OF FALSEHOOD DESTROYED BY 
SCRIPTURE, TRUTH AND REASON, 
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6. 


fy" In the introduciory remarks in the last Mazacine, 
under this head, the subjects proposed for consideration, 
were transposed ; they should have stood /hus :—1. The 
total depravity of mankind.—2, The inginile nature of 
sin.—3. The unnilerable destination of mankind at 
death. —4. The justice of God requires the endless mis- 
ery of all mankind. : 


J. The doctrine of total deprarity. 

This doctrine if true, denies the dozma of 
resurrection and judgement by disproving the future ex- 
istence of mankind; as will be shown in the limits of 
this inquiry. Now no being, who is totally depraved, 
can have any principle of moral goodness abiding in 
hima, and consequently can perform no action which is 
moraliy virtuous or good. Even gentlemen of respect- 
ability and science, have urged this sentiment with that 
independency and spirit, as to affirm unequivocally, 
that, ** man in the state of nature is so perfectly deprav- 
ed or corrupted as to be wholly destitute of any spirit 
or naturé which emanated from Ged.” Now if the de- 
pravity of human nature be such as wholly to deprive 
man cf any spirit or nature which partakes of the divine 
essence; then man can have no immortality dwelling 
in him, for his existence is underived from God the 
fountain of immortality. If it be argued that man de- 
rived his existence from God, then he must have partic- 
ypated of the nature of the fountain from which he came. 
which fountain is immortal and possessed of every qual- 
ity of divine goodness; which would deny the doctrine 
of total depravity in the most unqualified sense, But 
if man has no immortality in him he can have no supe- 
riority over the beasts, and they may as well exist here- 
after as a man that is completely void of this heavenly 
extraction, namely, immortality. This would therefore 
deny the future existence of mankind, and consequent- 
ly a future resurrection and judgment. However it 
must, | think, appear impracticable to every reasonable 
man, for God to demand perfect obedience to a holy 
law, and the manifestation of every christian virtue, 
from man who is destitute of the least principle of good- 
ness; and especially to affix an endless malediction to 


a future 


2 yirtuous volition. The impartial requisitions which 
God hath made binding upon ai] men, unconditionally ; 
aifurds incontrovertible evidence that in every maa there 
is established certain principles of moral goodness, by 
which they are enabled to comply with every command, 
which is restricted to this moral capacity. If the de- 
pravity of mankind be such as wholly to deny even a 
virtuous volition, as contended by some, then certainly 
all the moral requisitions of the scriptures nist be en- 
tirely futile. For the moral inability of man, will ever 
temain a well grounded apology for the ndn-performance 
of any virtuous demand whatever. Should a being thus 
situaied attempt a compliance with the scripture re- 
quirement, which is to lift holy hands in prayer without 
wrath or doubting; he must unavoidably co:mmit a sac- 
religious act, for the atte .pt would be nothing less than 
solemn mockery which is an abomination in the sight of 
the Lord. For how cana being thus corrupt lift up holy 
hands; or make a prayer which will be acceptable to 
God and think no good while making it. Now should 
we admit that the person had but one virtuous volition 
or thought while in the exercise of prayet, then the doc- 
trine of total depravity is given up. Nothing is more 


clearly proved from ‘the divine testimony, than that, ath 
‘us feel for the suifering sons of sorrow, and the daugh- 


ters of affliction. 


prayers, intercessions, and the giving of thanks are en- 
joined upon all men without exception; which certain- 
ly implies a capability of all to do it, and shows the 


manifest absurdity in the supposition that God should | ind 
ti ‘feel for the miscries of kindred nature, aud often fly be- 


demand totally depraved men to Jifi up holy hands in 


procrastination, when the depravity of man forbids even | 


prayer and supplication, For he might as well expect 
darkness from light, falsehood from truth, and hatred 
from love, as a virtuous and sincere prayer from an al- 
together vicious and polluted heart. Now if all are to 
fulfil the requisitions or demands of scripture then they 
are not totally depraved for they can perform good ac- 
tions and those which are well pleasing in the sight of 
God. But if any are unable to fulfilthem, then there 
must have been an oversight in the one thet made them, 
and the supposed delinquent is excusable ; for he can- 
not be culpable for the omission of that which he is un- 
able to perform. Can any one be so lost to reason or 
truth as to suppose a child would be criminal for being} 
unable to consirue a Jatin phrase into the English lan-| 
guage. We might with as mych propriety as to con-} 
ceive a man criminal for not performing a good action, | 
when the corruption and debasement of his nature for-| 
bid even a virtuous volition, I have long been confirm- 
ed in the opinion, that could the doctrine of total de- 
pravity be once proved beyond doubt, that I should be! 








dividual saivation; for I could not be so presumptuous | 
as to charge the Deity with having exerted infinite pow- 
er in the sulvation of that, which could be of no possi- 
ble value ; or to exercise infinite love and regard, for 
those objects which are possessed of no amiable 
or lovely qualities. Indeed it is a manifest violation of 
the nature and fitness of things, to say that any being 
ever did love or delight in an object whose qualities 
were offensive to him. For the love which we possess 
for an object is always excited by the intrinsic value of 
the object, and its real or supposed excellence. It is, 
therefore, as evident as any thing can be, that God ne- 
ver would have manifested such great love to the chil- 
dren of men, in that while they were sinners, as to have 
reconciJed them to himself, by the death of his son, not 
imputing unto them their trespasses, had there been no 
principles of mora! goodness abiding in them. . To say 
that God so loved the world as to give his own beloved 
son, to be a propitiation for their sins, when there was 
not one property of goodness in them, would, certemly, 
in a man of sense, be accounted a sacreligious allegation. 

Admitiing, however, that there is something in man 
which in itself is good, and we are at once delivered from 
the foregoing difficulties, as well as a multiplicity of oth- 
ers which we pass in silence. We have not made these 





tical sense, or to justify the ungodly in their wild ca- 
reer; but to show that the doctrine of tolal depravity is 


driven to abandon all hopes of so much as even an in- |. 





ing reasons. Ist. It denies the future existence of the 
soul by robbing it of immortality ; for nothing but im- 
mortality can exist im a future world. 2d. It denies 
the future resurrection, by denying the immortality and 
future existence of the soul; for there is nothing to be 
raised. Sd. It destroys the idea of a future judgment, 
for two reasons: 1. Because where there is no future 
resurrection nor existence there can be nothing to judge; 
and 2. Because admitting there was both a resurrection 
and existence, yet it destroys all the moral obligations 
of the creature, by rendering him incapable of fulfilling 
any moral injunction, and consequently excuses him 
from accountability. We might as well condemn the 
blind because he cannot see, the deaf because he can- 
| not hear, the lame because he cannot walk, and the dumb 
/ because he cannot speak, as the totally depraved be- 
| cause they cannot perform the actions of virtue, or ma- 
-nifest the peaceable fruits of the spirit of God. 

| It is an axiom well grounded in reason and doubl 
| authenticated in scripture that, in every man, there is 
the principle of genuine goodness and the essence of 





immortality and life ; from the influence of which we : 
| beyond his reach. 4th, Because no man can violate a 


‘are enabled to perform good and virtuous actions, in 
the discharge of the several duties involving upon us in 
the various circles of life. This goodness is evinced in 
the mutual sympathies of our natures; which makes 


Ry those immortal sensibilities of tire 
bosom we interchanze our social joys, and reciprocally 
bear the misfortunes and burdens of life. By these we 


unreconcilable with a future existence, resurrection, and : 
judgment; which has been fairly done; for the follow-— 


—— 
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yond safety to tender relief to the distressed. Take the 
most abandoned of our race, and his ears are open to 
the innocent cries of the orphan, and the languishing pe- 
tition of the friendless, aisconsolate stranger. Great 
God, is this total depravity ! are sentiments and feelings 
like these the corruptions of humen nature? Ifso may 
they ever be cherished as the celestial plants of the hu- 
man soul. Was the doctrine of total depravity true, 
these would have been blasted in embryo; and from 
the dungeon of the prison the echo ef sleughtee and death 
been heard, and the sanctuary of worship had there 
been one, converted into a shelter for robbers, or a den 
for thieves. We come to notice the second thing pro- 
posed—viz. 

It. The infinite nature of sin. 

The subject of our present inquiry is, whether the 
nature of sin be infinite or not. ‘ihis subject is of the 
first importance, as by it, re foundation is laid, eith- 
er for the doctrine of en misery or its opposite.— 
Now that sin is odious in Its nature, and deleterious im 
its consequences is not only affirmed in the divine pages 
but attested to by every man’s conscience. Yet in ar- 
guments drawn in favour or against any disputable points, 
men from peculiar attachments to their own are liable 
to run greatly into the extreme. The subject which we 
are about to examine, has suffered as much perhaps 
from this quarter as any one questionable poigt, in the- 
ological investigations. It would seem to evéfy impar- 
tial inquirer, that many im drawing their arguments in 
favour of the nature and demerit of sin, have given 
greater heed to the influence of passion and prejudice, 
than to the dictates of sound reason and scriptural truth. 
For while some have reduced sin to a mere shadow and 
its consequences to an imaginary phantom ; others have 
augmented it to the highest rank that timorous mortals 
could conceive, or a frighted imagination tinctured with 
spite and enthusiasm could possibly invent. Now each 
of these are in the extreme, yet furnish us with land- 
marks, by which to regulate our present inquiry, into 
the nature and demerit of sin. It may not be improper 
here to observe that should sin on a candid examination 
be found infinite, then there can be no impropriety in 
arguing an infinite punishment or atonement for it. But 
if sin should be found finite, then no just Jaw can de- 
mand an infinite punishment or atonement for it. We 


come then to the examination of the evidence, adduced 
remarks thinking to deny the depravity of man in a prac- | J 


in favour of an infinite sin, and shall endeavour to give 
every argument its full force, It is argued, 

1. That sin is infi because it is a violation of an in- 
finite law. Now t trength of this statement rests 
wholly on the supposition that the law is infinite; te 
prove which, it is contended, that this law being the 
production of God must be infinite. But this argument 
is more precious than solid ; for, Ist. If the lew be infi- 
nite, because it is the production of an infinite Being, 
then on the same parity of reasoning we might contend 
that the mushroom or any other perishable object or 
being is infinite; such as the flowers of the earth, the 
beast of the field, the fowls of the air, the fishes of the 


_sea, and reptiles of the dust; for they are all the pro- 


duction of an infinite Being. 2d. Because it could not 
be consistent wiih wisdom and good policy to give 
to finite beings, possessed of finite faculties and mental 
powers, an infinite law ; for that would extend infinitely 
beyond their capacity, and consequently render them 
unable to yield obedience to its requisition’, or to vid- 
late its demand. 3d. Because it must require infinite 
capability to fulfil the infinite requisitions of an infinite 
law ; and finite beings can no more do it than a child 
ten days old can trespass on the laws of nations, which 
he knows nothing about. And it follows of consequence 
that if nothing but an infinite law has been made, then 
no man is criminal, for he cannot violate that which is 


law until he becomes amenable to it; and no man can 
be amenable to an infinite lew until he is possessed of 
infinite perceptions and knowledge. It therefore looks 
highly improbable that God should make a law for men 
which is not reducible to his intellectual powers; or to 
attach those requisitions to the law, which the capacity 
of human nature, is unable to fulfil. But if the Jew is 
infinite why was it not once wentioned im the whole 
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course of divine inspiration? If thé nature of sin be in-' or spirit which Jesus commetiied fo God and gave up, 


finite, why did all the evangelists, the apostles and even 

the high priest of our profession, pass the subject in| 
perfect silence? Now since the scriptures are silent | 
as touching the idea of an infinite sin, or law, I see 
nothing to convince me of the truth of it unless it will! 
oofrespond with sound reason ; and as we have seen it 
was impracticable for God to give an infinite law to f- | 
nite creatores, so we find that an infinite sin cannot) 
be supported from this quarter, 


TO BE CONTINUED. 


[Sto 
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wer 


IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL, 


From the communication of ** P. L. S.” on page 206, 
of the Ist vol. we understand bim to argue that our im- 
mortal constitution is enclosed by the mortal, and that 
death, or the anclothing of the soul at death, is the re- 
surrection. Since among many resurrection schemes 
But one can be true, and since this is known to the 
world, the doetrine cannot be endangered by investiga- 
tion; because truth is like the diamond, the more the 
rubbish is removed from it, the brighter it will shine ; 
and notwithstanding we believe that the doctrine of? 
the resurrection can be defended without present expe- 
rimental philosophy, we doubt whether it can be ez- 
plained without a knowle of self. Indubitable evi- 
dences would support the Tfoth of the growth of plants 
however we might differ in explaining this wonderful 
process; so with the resurrection ; yet when explana- 
tion is possible, it is agreeable. Nature is our first book ; 
its arguments in most cases are irresistable ; and the 
acriptures presuppose a knowledge of this book; for 
without it, we could not understand them; and, be- 
cause allour mvtaphysical or spiritual] ideas are taken 
or deriv’ trom substances, forms and qualities, with 
their opposites or negatives. Without substances no- 
thing. exists but space and duration; for forms and 
qualities cannot exist without a substantial basis. Take 
for instance the form of man and the quality of motion; 
dissolve the man, and what remains of either? What 
then can “P.L.S.” mean by this quotation and ob- 
servation ; ‘if ‘nothing passes from the morta! to the 
mortal constitution but those qualities which com- 
pose our minds,’ we are consequently to expect a res- 
urrection of mind arid not of body.”? Does he mean 
with us that an immortal substituie will rise from the 
earth at the sounding of the seventh trumpet, illumina- 
ted with all the intellectwal life or mind ; that is, asso- 
ciated motion is the acquired qualities of a once living, 
but then sleeping body? No, he means by qualities, 
au es; unless he supposes that qualities can exist 
wit snbstances, If he has used the word constitu- 
tion as we did he means that the qualities of the mortal 
body passes to the immortal. To avoid being misun- 
derstood we will be still more explicit, and observe, 
that if consciousness be associa notion of the brain, 
perpetuated by the power of it or like action, a 
power of which exists in every part of us, especially in 
the hand and tongue, and to an astonishing degree in 
that of the mental or reflecting organ; if these motions 
m our mortal body were transferred to a similar organ- 
ized body, whether mortal or immortal; the new body 
would have the same thoughts or recollections that tie 

ld one bad. How this change is performed in an in- 
stant, and we might be changed a million of times with- 
out knowing it, unless we were changed to better or 
worse. It is perhaps a fact, that the substance of our 
bodies is changed during life, and wil] certainly be 
ehanged by death and resurrection. We now wish to 
contrast the scheme of ** P. L; S$.” which displaces both 
@ “* variety in our existence,” and an intermediate state 
between death and resurrection, with 1 Thes. iv. 16, 17. 
** i he dead in Christ shail rise first ; then,’ what then? 
“then we which are alive shall be caught up to meet 
the Lord in the air.” Job xiv. 10—12 shal] be our 
comment; ‘* Man dieth and wasteth away; yea, man 
| aps up the ghost, and where is he? As the water 

il from the sea, and thie flood decayeth and drieth up; 
eo man lieth down and-riseth not; till the heavens 
be no more they shall vot awake, nor be raised out 
of sleep.” 

SeARLET, an advocate for present immortality, trans- 
Jates tne text in Mark xii, 26, thus ; ** But with respect 
to the dead that they ere to be raised; have ye not 
read, &c.”” This construction is no violation of the 
common translation ; for, God often calls things which 
are not, as though they were. Our Saviour’s reply to the 

;thief, is no more * superfiuous” (nor mockery) than 
Until the ghost 


is proved to mean more than life, eur meaning on John 
xx. 17, stands unanswered. By carrying the similitude 
too far, or making 1 Cor. xv. 36, ‘* go upon al! fours,” 
it destroys itself; because the operation results in sim- 
ilar seed to that sown, and greatly multiplied ; that is, 
we die one being, but are to be raised many, and mor- 
taltoo, Using this license, well might Thomas Paine 


say; ‘* thou fool, Paul, ‘ that which thou sowest is not} 


guickened, except it die’ nof.”? We marvel that our 


friend should have noticed verse 18, which is evident- | 


ly in favour of a temporary sleep ; for life and immor- 
tality were brought to liglit by Jesus Christ. Paul ex- 
pected to be like the immortal Jesus, and while view- 
ing him he gained the “ victory,’ and escaped the bon- 
dage of “feat.” The feith of *P. 1.8. ewxiends to 
being unclothed and potting off mortality ; and Paul’s 
to being clothed upon and putting on immortality. 
The word mine is vsed for thought, and sometimes 
for that which thinks; the latter will be changed, and 
the former will be trausferred; this will preclude an 
** eternal sleep.”? The night of death will not experi- 
mentally appear longer,than the transient shade of earth 
passed in sound sleep. Why then is it denounced “* heart 
chilling’? In past eternity whenee were we? How 
heart chilling the ideat How is it possible that we 
came to exist! and if we die, how can we exist again 
even though Oimnipotence has promised it! When our 
friend understands the subject as well as Peter did, we 
will allow him to judge what Peter would prefer. Mo- 
ral good is the reflection of natural good; and as no- 
thing can reflect but substances, ‘‘affinity” is im our fa- 
vour; and even goes to prove that our immortal body 
will be substantial. Memory decays & keeps pace with 
the dissolution of our bodies; now what would reason in- 
fer from total dissolution; we need not reply. ‘P.L.S.’ 
with us prefers a change ; of what we hardly know ; it 


cannot be loss of memory, for that would depress him | 


below the infant, and deny the utility of this life. 

* RELLY” on page 202, in his answer to the query 
of ** Martyr,” observes; ** The soul, as I have shown, 
being imoraterial, cannot like our bodies moulder into 
dust.”” Hf by ** immaterial” bie means an invisible sub- 
stance like air; so far we understand him ; but we wish 
to know why be would infer unchangability to such a 
substance? When * Relly” has proved the soul and 
bddy to be distinct substances, instead of a formed 
substance and its natural and acquired qualities, it will 
be time to examine his ** house”? and ** inhabitant.” 

* Relly” thinks thet Gen. ii. 7, and Eccl. vi. 12, 
are quite in his favor; and if he will prove that ** spirit” 
and ** breath of life”? in those places mean an immortal 
soul, we will think so too. We have done believing 
without evidence, because if we did, we might believe 
every wind of doctrine, and change as often. In rela- 
lation to Moses and Elias, ** Reilly” must prove that 
they had risen to immortatity in opposition to the fact 
that Jesus is the ** first born from the dead” and ‘* the 
first fruits of them that slept”; or, that their appearing 
was not transient as in the case of Samuel; but was a 
conscious intermediate state between death and resur- 
rection. We should jike to know what ‘* Relly”’ un- 
derstands by resurrection; because it is evident that 
the substance of our mortal bodies cannot rise, for the 
plain reason that the’ bodies of some men are formed of 
others, as in the case of cannibals who have been bro’t 
up upon human flesh. We have already acknowledg- 
ed that 2 Cor. v. 8, and Philip. i. 23, look favourable 
to the idea of immediate sentient being at death 3 but 
are not decisive. Paul wus aged, infirm, a prisoner, 
troubled with a thorn in the flesh, burthened with the 
eare of all the churches and grieved with their disaffec- 
tion, for he said oftimes to Timothy, all they of Asia 
are turned away from me; and if his wes the case of 
those who rather sigh and groan than live, he might 
like the exhausted pilgrim cail sleep, gain; especially 
as he expected to be with the Lord when he awoke, 
which would experimentally appear mstantancous. See 
our comments eleewhere. 

if we coald stpport a state between the mortal and 
the immortal, or prove the resurrection in whole or in 
part to follow death inmediately, and discover its uti!- 
ity when it manifestly tends to destroy equality among 
men; we would not hesitate to admit it. it being 
known that fulure life will be a gift, we do not wish 
to be understood to insinuate that the advocates of 
present incorruptbility either court superiority or ex- 
pect it as a reward of merit; but wish io know how it 
can be avoided if we admit an intermediate state, or 
allow that the “resurrection is past” in part, or will 
be at a fancied millenium; unless we understand the 
future state to be umprogressive (without memory), 
which we deprecate more than a genera! sleep (Jesus 





excepted) to the resurrection of equality, aud a subse- 


— ee 


i giving any occasion of offence, inquire why it should b: 











quent eternity of progressive Knowledge and felicity. 
in hopes that we may all come to the knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus, we remain the open and free in- 
quirer. ZUISTA, 
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MORALITY. 

Amonc the many means employed by the opposers of 
universal, impariial goodness, the argument that this 
doctrine leads to immorality, and indulges in vice, is the 
most relied on for success. This beiug the case, and it 
being a fact that this argument is perpetually in the 
mouths of our opposers, it may serve the cause of truth 
to inquire into its real merits. 

We will begin with the Calvinistic opposer. He hoii's 
that God decreed some of the human family to eterne! 
felicity, and the rest to endless torment, and all for bis 
own glory. This doctrine he supposes is of a moge! 
tendency; he thinks that in order to be moral it iz n 
cessary to be firmly established in this belief; and he i 
fully persuaded that the belief that our heavenly Fate: 
has purposed the final salvation and eternal happines 
of all mankind is an iniroduction into all manner « 
vice. He, therefore, warns the people against this pcr- 
nicious error, as a most dangerous poison. He pei 
suades parents to prevent, by all possible means, their 
children from being led away by a doctrine which wil 
prove so very injurious to their morels. Our readers 
will acknowledge that the above statement is a pluii 


statement of known facts. We mey therefore, without 


t 


t 


thought, by rational people, that the belicf that the ci- 
vine Being has purposed the final salvation of all meu 
should tend to make us vicious, any mere than the be- 
lief that he decreed, from all eternity some to everlast- 
ing life, and others to endless misery ? 
fess to believe in this Calvinistie doctrine, generally be- 


Those who pro- 


lieve that they are of the elected unto eterna] salvation 

They are possessed of a hope that they are of the happy 
number, who will be found on the right hand at last. 
Well now this is the case with thase who hope that ali 
men will finally be saved and come unto the knowledge 
of the truth. 

with regard to the morcls of the two? 
believe that they are cleeted to everlasting life, and that 
their neighbours are reprobated and destined to endless 
torment, feel any special obligatien:to live meral lives on 
account of their neighbours being deomed to this state 
of endless wretchedness? What connexion js there bes 
tween such a-supposed cause ond this supposed conse- 


Why then should there be any difference 
Do those who 


quenee? Should we ask a Calvinist why he lives a mo- 
ral life, would hé think of answering us, and saying, I 
practice morality because I beheve that the Creator of 
al] beings has predestinated a large portion of mankind 
to a state of endless misery? It certainly appears al- 
together unreasonzble to suppose that any man wes er 
er induced to practice moral virtue from such a cause; 
for there is not the shadow of « relation between such a 
cause and such an effect. But if the Calvinist says, he 


practices the moral virtues from any other cause, ean he 


assign eny other, unless it be one, that he, who believes 
in the salvation of aj} men has as good a right to’ as he 
has? If he say, J live a hfe conformable to moral prit- 
ciples, because in so doing | pay a most grateful respect 
which is justly due to God for his goodness to me, in 
making me en heir of eternal life, may not the believ- 
er in universal salvation claim to owe as much gratitude 
to the Father of mercies, who, as he believes, has made 


all men, no less than himself, heirs of eternal life? Has 
ihe Calvinist the least advantage in this case? Which 


has the most to be grateful for? Unless the Celvinist 
has cause of gratitade, because he believes that his God 
has doomed millions of the human family to cnoioss mis- 
ery, he certainly has not, as furnished by his creed, so 
much reason for gratitude to the giver of every good 
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and: perfect gift, as he has, wha belicyes that. “ the Lord they should sin, will have an advocate ; but “if any 
is good unto ail, and that his tender mercies are over all, man sin, we have an advocate with the Eather.”°— 

’ we 99° 4 j . . 
his works, [ Z'o be continued, | What is the duty of an advocate? Is it not to do all in 
ee his power to benefit the cause of his cilent ? Is it not to 
; rove his cilent innocent of the crimes alleged against 

WE have been requested } Pr yrs ye tian 
: q , to offer something om the | him, and to procure a verdict in his favour? We believe 

words of Jesus, recorded in Matt. x. 28, ** And fear nol, 

ey hich k ’ : \itis. And, further, we believe an advocate would be 
hem which kill the body, but are not able to &ill the if 
seul; but rather fear him which is able to destroy both | 


soul and body in hell.” 
| power so to do, 


The reason why we are requested to wri i 

e reason é stec vrite something, | : a ‘2, 

haa te! tn ' hing,) On the authority of John, the inspired apostle of Christ, 

by way of exposition, on this text, is the perpetual use | r ‘hriet i 

eth tinge ile onli a ' we declare, that Jesus Christ is the advocate for sinners, 

which’ ts mace of it by the opposers of: Universal Salva- | _. : 
without the exception of onF. And we ask, will Je- 

sus Christ, whom the Scriptures declare to be the Sa- 

viour, and to be One who is Mighty to save, will he 
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ir from doing his duty, who should neglect to clear his 
client froin even the imputation of blame, were it in his 


tion. They contend, that the doctrine of universal, im-. 
pwlal grace, manifested in the final salvation of all! 


men, stands opposed to the sense of this important pas- | > 8 . : 
’ : P**"'Jeave his cilent to be a prey to hisenemy? No! His 


c blood cleanseth from all sin ; be is the propitiation for 
the sins of the whole world.”” He, the Almighty Advo- 
cate, himself bore the sins of his cilents, and with them 
endured the cross, and despising the shame, has purged 


sage of our Saviour’s:words. The argument is this: If 
any are destroyed, both soul and body, in hell, they 
‘ennot be eveflastingly happy with the saints in light. 

With a view to show that this passage has no force to 
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Hest judgment; and perhaps did what any. other person 
would have done im the same situation. She would 
have thrown herself out after them, but the smallness of 
the window prevented her. 

To state the plain truth, as it appears to us, we must » 
say, that it is oor humble belief that the reason why 
people are wiliing to be the parents of children, and to 
raise them up to manhood is because that they never 
allow the horrible doctrine taught by our orthodox cler- 
gy its full application to themselves. They make a mere 
matter of speculation of it, and think of it with the ut- 
most indifference, and in fact care nothing about it more 
than to use it as people use other fashionable things, in 
order not to be accounted odd, or singtilar from what is 
popular and highly esteemed among men; though it be 
an abomination to God. 


REE 


DOMESTIC SUMMARY: 
On Saturday last the examination of the persous 





disprove the heavenly doctrine of Universal Salvation ' , 
; J “ees 1 them from ali sin, and bas declared, that the-verdict to 


be pronounced, ‘is life everlasting.” “ | came not to 
judge the world, but to sare the world. For I have not 
spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he 
| yave me a command) ent, what I should say, and what 
And I know that his commandment is 


we inquire in the first place, what the Saviour meant by 
killing the soul? ijt seems that men were able to kill 





the body, but were not able to kill the soul. When 
isen kill the body they have then put it out of their pow- 
erio harmit. ‘they camunot make the body suffer after 
- is dead ; indeed it is not capable of suffering. New 
ifmen had the power to kill the soul, or destroy it as 
hey destroy the body, they would then put it in a sit- 





] should speak. 


life everlasting.”"—John, 12th chap. 
[M. York Gospel Herald. 
a 
Sy sltar # ene. HORRIBLE. 

7 it scems to be the sense of the text, that men could Own the 4th page of this volume, we gave our readers 
kill tne body, but not the soul; but that God could kill} ay account of a poor distracted mother, who drowned 
a both. The word hell is frequently used to) her three tittle innocent babes, that she might prevent 
signify the grave, or simply the place of the dead. It} ¢heir eternal misery hereafter. 
seems therefore supposable, that Jesus meant that Ged We wish now to call the attention of those who be 
wes able to destroy, that is, wake a total end of his crea-| jieye the horrible doctrine, which drove this woman to 


vation in which it could no more suffer than can the bo- 





tures in death; so that the soul should not survive the ! gic desperate act, to make a serious subject of it, look 
bo y° But here it should be carefully observed, that , it over and examine its several parts, and if they can 
the Saviour adverted, not to God's will or determina-! possibly discover wherein this mother was either delud- 
uon, but to his power only. He did not say; But ra-| ed in sentiment, or made a wrong application of the 
ther tear him who well destroy both soul aad body in| truth in which she most sincerely believed, to give us, 
hell ; but * fear him which is able,” &e. No one doubts without delay, the best information in their power. This 
God’s power to strike his creatures out of existence, but it} woman believed as she had been taught, and as ortho- 
requires will as well as power to perform any act. As to} doxy teaches, that people, who live to the years of dis- 
zower, the most loving, the most tender mother is able | cretion may commit a sin which Almighty God will'ne- 
to give her infant poison in room of that nourishment | yer forgive ; and that millions of those who do not com- 





which is provided in her affectionate bosom ; but it re- | 
quires will as well as power to have the tragedy per- 
formed, It is the goodness of the mother, in this case, | 
which is the child’s security ; and so it is the goodness 
ef God which is our everlasting salvation, His power 
without his goodness would be awfully terrible, but con- 
nected with it, is an object of filial fear and confidence. 

It is possible that some of our readers may desire some 
example from scripture, which may stand as e support 
of the sense which we have here given of the Saviour’s 
words. This we will furnishfrom the same source. See 
Matt. xxvi. 53, 54, ** Thinkest thou that I cannot now 
pray to my Father, aud he shall presently gtve me more 
than twelve legions of angels? But bow then shall the 
scriptures be fulfilled, that thus it must be?” We here 
learn, that it was not because the everlasting Father had 
not power to oppose the murderers of Jesus, that he 
should be delivered to these cruel hands, but because it 
was the divine economy which bad appointed him to 
suffer. So it is not because God cannot destroy, both 
soul and hody of all mankind, that he preserves them, 
and grants them his eternal mercy; but because his 
grace, his word of promise, his eternal covenant of mer- 
cy has provided better things, and things which accom- 
pany salvation. 


D+ o 


“ Ffany man sin, we have an advocate with the Fa- 
ther, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 


Tis declaration was made by John, the apostle and 
servant of Christ. John does not say, that he has a hope 
if the elect, or the geod, regenerale, pious people, if; 





mit this particular sin, will be forever miserable im the 
eternal world, because they are not regenerated in this. 
She also believed that those who die in infancy, before 
they are capable of knowing good from evil, are receiv- 
ed to mansions of peace forever. She moreover believ- 
ed that she had committed the unpardonable sin, and 
th: t her case was fixt beyond remedy. She was sure that 
endless torment was her portion. In this situation, 
having three little lovely babes, whom she loved most 
tenderly, what would reason naturally dictate? Will 
you say that she had no right to commit murder on her 
children? This reply is by no means proper in this case. 
Murder is not the effects of Jove to the subject deprived 
of life. Malice aforethought is necessary to characterise 
an act, murder. Will you say that the woman acted 
without authority from God? You are to recollect that 
this mother was an out Jaw, in her opipion, and accord- 
ing to the doctrine which she believed, and therefore 
had no feelings of allegiance to the government which 
no longer could grant her protection, She loved her 
children, she thought that the act of drowning them 
would prevent their exposure to the same everlasting 


yruin which her sin had irrecoverably fixt on her, and 


she did the only act for them that she thought could be 
of any possible service. Vary the case, but preserve the 
subject. Spppose this mother had been in her house, 
and with these three children in the upper story, and 
the stair-way was in flames. She found no possible way 
to save her children, but by threwing them out at a win- 
dow, but in doing this she @ecasioned their death ; would 
any person in the world suppose that this mother was 
insane? She deliberated, she acted according to ber 


charged with having been engaged in the Slave Trade. 
/was completed before the Hon. Judge Davie. Bait 
‘was required of allof them, and an amount whicl: 
i they could not immediately furnish, and they were 
'comniitted to prison to take their trial at the next Cir- 
‘cuit Court. James T. Austin and Stephen’ Hooper, 
i Esqs. Counsel for - Smith and Lacoste: 


A young gentleman this town, has just returned 
from a pedestrian tour of pleasure and: health to the 
Falls of Niagara. The distance travelled, going and re- 
turning, was about 1000 miles; which our young pe- 
destrian performed in 30 walking days. His health, 
we are glad to learn, is much improved by the exercise 


Several frame buildings were destroyed by fire, in 
New-York, on Thursday night last, gitgated at, the 
south-east corner of James and Banke ets. 


The Mayor of the city of Troy has recommended, 
that Wednesday, the 12th of July inst. be ebserved as 
a day of public humiliation, fasting and prayer, in-con- 
sequence of the deep and sore. calamity which it har 
pleased Divine Providence to inflict upon that city. 


oe 


INSTALLATION, 

On Friday of last week, the Rev. Samern F. Jar-~ 
vis, D. D. was installed, as Rector of St. Paul’s Church, 
in this town, agreeably to the canons of the General 
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church of the 
United States. The officiating capt | sr were the 
Rev. Dr. Gardiner, and Mr. Eaton; of Boston, the Rev. 
Mr. Carlisle, of Salem, and the Rev, Mr. Wheaton, of 
Newport, R. I. 
- Saeeeeeeeaearnere= MJ - 
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MARRIED, 

In this town, by the Rev. Mr. Dean, Mr. Charles» 
Stowell to Miss Litchfield. —Mr. Joseph Poweg, . 
to Mrs. Elizabeth Ewenson. 

By the Rev. Mr. Parkman Mr. John Fenno, jr. to: 
Miss Charlotte Fracker, 
DIED, 

In this town, Mrs. Mary Chapman, aged 71.—Mra, 
Elizabeth Merry, wife of Jona. Merry, 55.—Miss Sarah 
Green, daughter of widow Abigail Green, 10.—Mr. 
James H. Trott, engraver, 26.—Mr. Pearly Robbins, 
34.—Mr. Lawson Dench, 50.4Mr. Nathaniel Jenkins, 
45.—Mr. Andrew Alexander, 1.—Mr. John Brown, 
69.—Mrs. Lucy Pulcifer, 73.—Mr. Samuel Townsend. 
--Mrs. Mary Brady, wife of Matthias Brady, 80.—Mr. 
Jedediah Hardy, 47.— William, son of Wm.Stevens, 8. 
Ann Parker, daughter of Isaac P. Townsend, 6 mo.— 
Margaret Jane, daughter of Nath’! Childs, 13 mo. 

In North East, (N.Y.) Mrs. Tamma Winchell, aged 
30, the amiable relict of Rev. James M. Winchell, late 
pastor of the First Baptist Church in this town. 

—- 














Col. Orne’s Oration. 
JUST Published, and for sale at this office, an Oration 
pronounced before the Republican citizens of Boston, 
July 4th, 1820, in commemoration of American Inde- 
dence—by Henry Orne, Esq. Price 12 1-2 cents. 





Lost, 
On Saturday last, between Pitt-street aad this Office, « 
large (extra nice) Flag Handkerchief. The finder by 
leaving it at this Office, shall be rewarded for bis-f¢>: 
ble, and receive the thanks of the owror 
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4 PARAPHRASE ON ISAIAH LIil. 
VER. I. 
O WHO of all the sons of Adam’s race, 
Hath the blest promises of life beliew’d, 
Of free Redemption by eternal! grace, 
And through the all victorious Lamb receiv’d? 


VER. II. 

All helpless in a lowly manger laid, 

The everlasting Prince of Peace is seen ; 

No splendid ceremonies to him paid, 

As though some Jewish prince by birth he’d been. 


In him no form, nor comeliness appears, 


. To unbelieving Pharisees and Jews} 


While to his parents dear, absorb’d in tears, 
Each kindly aid, and comfort they refuse. 


So grows the tender plant in desert soil, 
Unnourish’d by the gard’ner’s tender care ; 
Hot suns and blasting storms its beauties spoil, 
And lay its feeble roots and tendrils bear. 


VER. fh 


Despis’d of men, rejected and forlorn, 

A map of sorrows and inur’d to grief— 

We turn’d our heads away from him with seorn, 
And cruelly denied each kind relief, 


ver. iv & v. 
A worl rrows and of griefs he bore, 
When he hung nail’d to the ensanguia’d wood ; 
Yet we esteem’d him stricken’d, bruis’d and tore, 
T” appease the wrath of an offended God. 


Not zo—’twas love, paternal love alone, 


‘Towards God’s helpless offspring in distress, 


Induc’d him to send down his only Son, 
To publish thro’ his death grace, life and peace. 


VER. Vi. 


“When aj had trod the devious paths of sin, 


And like a ’wilder’d traveller gone astray, 
Christ bro’t them on his shoulders back again, 
And cast their sins, and all their guilt away. 


VER. VII. 
Dumb, asa sheep before her shearer stands, 
He stood before his persecuting foes ; 
No weapons of defence adorn’d his hands, 


But silence spoke unalterable woes. 


. VER, Vill. 

From prison, and from judgment, was he borne, 
To where the shameful cruel cross erected stood ; 
His flesh was mangled, and bis temples torn, 

And Romish spears steep in his hallow’d blood. 


VER. 1x. & x. 
In the cold grave his sacred relics lay, 
Among the rich, tH@ wicked, and the great ; 
“Triumphantly he rose on the third day, 
To an all glorious and immortal state. 


Pure was his soul as-is the breath of heaven, 
No guilt had stain’d his consecrated mind, 
To bim the nations of the carth were given, 
The representative of all mankind. 


VER. XI. 
‘To him the promise stands forever sure, 
Who once an offering for our sins was slain ; 
For all mankind the cross be did endure, 
Nor shall one drop of blood be shed in vain. 


VER. XII. 

Sin, satan, death, and hell shall be destroy’d, 
Th’ unlawful captives to their God return, 
No more by such fell foes to be annoy’d, 


H****, 





But with bright seraphims before his throne to burn. | 
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SovTHEY, in one of his Poeme, describes a royal 
feast at Aberfraw, a palace in Wales, about the year 
1190. According to the custom of early times, an an- 
cient Bard attended on this occasion, to inspire and 
dignify the festal hour with his harp and song. The 
sentiment of the song, as given by Southey, is cxceed- 
ly noble and refined. 


Tak chief of Bards 
Then raised the ancient lay: 

Thee, Lord! he sung, 
Father! the eternal One! whose Wisdom, Power 
And Love,.... ali love, all power, all wisdom thew /— 
Nor tongue can utter, nor can heart conceive. 
He, in the lowest depth of being, framed 
The imperishable mind; in every change 
Through the great circle of progressive life, 
He guides and guards, till evil shall be known, 
And, being known as evi}, cease to be. 
And the pure soul, emancipate by death 
Che enlarger, shall attain its end predoomed, 
The eterna] newness of eternal joy ! 
[Southey’s Madoc. 
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Religious Conversalion 
BETWEEN A FATHER AND SON. 


Father. My, son, as I am solicitous for your happi- 
ness, so I am desirous of doing al! in my power to pro- 
mote it. You have learned many valuable things, and 
have made considerable improvement in the knowledge 
of what we usually term the temporal concerns of life. 
I have endeavoured to instruct you, both by precept 
and example, in those important lessons of prudence, 
industry and economy which! am happy to believe 
you so perfectly understand and so properly appreciate 
as thereby to secure to yourself no small profit. I now 
have it in mind to converse with you freely, and ina 
manner of intimacy on the great and interesting subject 
of Religion, which embraces what are generally term- 


ed our spiritual concerns and interest. Heretofore I 


have only endeavoured to impress your mind with a 
general sense of divine or spiritual things; and thus | 
have done more by example than by presenting you 
with any particular creed for youtolearn. You know 
my practice before you has always carried the evidence 
that | believe in and worship a Supreme Being, and 
that I believe in a Divine Revelation through the me- 
diation of Jesus Christ; but because | have been dis- 
satisfied with those peculiar doctrines contained in the 
creed which has been usually taught to children, I could 
hot conscientiously require you to learn it. But as | 
have brought you up in the habit of constantly attend- 
ing public worship on the Sabbath, you no doubt have 
imbibed very many ideas which have been held forth 
from the desk, and perhaps some which are not con- 
sistent either with the character of our heavenly Fa- 
ther, the moral principles of our common nature, or the 
scriptures of divine revelation. As I know you to be 
of a discerning, quick apprehension, and naturally of 
an observing turn of mind, I will ask yon, my son, 
whether you have ever heard our good parson deliver 
sentiments which appear difficult and hard to reconcile 
with themselves and with reason ? 

Son, | have, Sir, many times beard’ him hold up, in 
his sermons, ideas, which to me appeared to contradict 
one another, and also to be contrary to justice and the 
reason and nature of things; but I thought it was like- 
ly that I did not understand so well as our Jearned par- 
son, who devoted his time to study those things ; and 
I have particularly observed the most sensible part of 
our congregation, who never appeared to dislike any 
thing delivered from the desk, which led me to suppose 
that they understood the propriety and consistency of 
what appeared intricate to me. Aud besides, you know 
Sir, that our good parson frequently informs us, that 
the divine truths which he declares are mysterious, and 
above our reason; this: has operated on my mind in 
two ways; it naturally led my mind to the supposition 
that 1 should not look for that harmony and consisten- 
cy in matters of faith, or religious belief, as | discover 
in my studies of nature, and natural things; and at the 
same time it had an effect to induce me to think but 
little about those subjects which | was told were in- 
volved in mystery, and above my reason. Besides, 





you know, Sir, that our ainister informs us, that unre- 
generate people cannot understand spiritual and divine 
things, and as I never supposed that I was regenerated, 
so I concluded that what I heard, which appeared to 
me contradictory or contrary to reason, #0 appeared 
to me, because | was in what is called a state of nature. 


TO BE CONTINUED. 


From the London Critical Review of August 1766, 


AMORY’S SERMONS. 

NoruineG can be a greater prejudice to religion than 

a false and unopleasing opinion of the Supreme Beimge, 
fe who looks upon him as a rigid and mexorable mo- 

narch, governing his creatures by severe and arbitrary 
laws; aiming at nothing but the advancement of his 
own glory ; pleasing himself with the mortification o! 
his creatures ; predestinating the greater part of the 
world to destruction, without regard to their behaviour: 
condemning them for a crime which they could neithe: 
commit nor prevent ; and inflicting everlasting punish- 
ment upon the least violation of his laws ; he who form 
these false and uncomfortable notions of God, will ne- 
ver worship him without reluctance, nor think of him 
without horror. ‘The idea will frighten and amaze the 
imagination, .deaden all the activity of the soul, extin- 


guish every spark of devotion, and overwhelm the mind ° 


with a load of despair: he will be either like the unpro- 
fitable servant, who misrepresented his master as ** ap 
austere man, reaping where he had not sown,” and 
therefore ** hid his talent in the earth : or he will be 
like those evil spirits ** who believe and tremble,” yet 
never obey. A creature, conscious of his own demer- 
its, will never serve God with pleasure, nor make any 
vigorous progress in virtue, till he entertains a more fa- 
vourable opinion of his nature, a hope of his forgivaess. 
and a dependence on his love. 

In order therefore to remove al] false and gloomy ap- 
prehensions of the divine nature, the author of these 
Discourses directs our views to the noblest object of 
contemplation, the goodness of God, 

As the subject is important, he examines it with par- 
ticular attention: he explains the nature of this amia- 
ble perfection: he shews that reason and revelation @& 
vince the benevolence of the Deity : he points out many 
remarkable effects of this benign attribute in the works 
of creation, providence, and redemption : he describes 
its distinguishing properties ; he answers the chief ob 
jections which bave been urged against it ; and he con- 
cludes the whole with practical reflections. 

In the beginning of the first discourse be opens the 
subject in the following animated manner: 

This perfection of the Deity ! would now encace yon 
to contemplate. A perfection which gives the amiable 
lustre to the other attributes of God ; rendering bis om- 
nipotence, omnipresence, infinite knowledge, and eter- 
nity, which separate from this would excite our wonder 
and dread, objects of veneration, love, and delight. — 
Almaghty, ever present, allwise, unchangeable and ev- 
erlasting goodness, isthe noblest object of contempla- 
tion, love and adoration to men, angels, and all intetii- 
gent beings, ‘To this perfection we have been obliged 
for our existence, and for all our powers, capacities and 
objects of good; the thought of it is the most cheering 
amidst the wants, uncertainties, and distresses of the 
present state, and inspires into the bosom of the pious 
and righteous a tranquillity and joy, which the world 
cannot give or teke away ; this supports their largest 
hopes for eternity, and brightens the shades of death: 
and from contemplating this perfection in the light of 
heaven, and answerably loving, adoring and celebrating 
the Father of the oniverse, from an entire resemblance 
to this truly divine quality, and from sharing in the full 
and everlasting communications of it, is derived the 
complete and eternal felicity of angels and saints. 

The consideration of this interesting subject is car- 
ried on throuyh a series of sixteen discourses, with great 
accuracy, petspicuity, and judgment. The reasoning 
and the reflections of the author are calculated to inspire 
the reader with exalted and honourable notions of the 
divine character, and the most lively sentiments of filial 
affection, gratitude, and joy. 

The evidences of a future state, deducible from the 
frame of our minds, and the present dispensations of 
Divine Providence ; the necessity of holiness ; the pro- 
per temper for inquiring after eternal life ; and Jesus 
Christ the best guide to everlasting happiness ; are the 
subjects which the author has discussed iu the remain- 
ing part of this volume. 
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